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United Way Announces New Small Business Network 

 

 Small businesses in the Tulsa area are joining forces to support the upcoming Tulsa Area 

United Way campaign through the new Live United Network. 

 The Live United Network is an organization of businesses with 30 or fewer employees 

who are pooling their resources to make a large impact on the annual United Way campaign, said 

Mark Graham, President and CEO of the Tulsa Area United Way. 

 “Small businesses are a major engine powering our local economy,” Graham said. “A 

single small business may feel that it can’t make a difference, but by banding together with other 

small businesses, they can make a significant impact on the community.” 

 The new organization is a response to small businesses who wanted to do their part, but 

weren’t quite sure how to get involved, said Steve Sumrall, coordinator of the new organization 

for the Tulsa Area United Way. 

 “The benefits of membership for small businesses are numerous,” Sumrall says. “This is 

a way for a small business to enhance its visibility and reputation, and to show customers you 

care about our community.” 

 In addition, participating in the United Way campaign can help build morale, loyalty and 

productivity of employees, he said. “You can develop a culture of caring in your small business 

and the returns, monetary or otherwise, can be much greater than your original investment.”  

 Membership in the new organization is $1,200 a year, or $100 per month. Members can 

attend networking events throughout the year and will receive public recognition at major United 

Way events, in United Way publications, web site, advertising and signage. 

 “We want to help small businesses connect with each other and develop new 

relationships.”  



 The organization also can help small businesses simplify and streamline their 

philanthropic activity, and ensure their money is invested wisely. “United Way agencies must 

prove themselves and adhere to the highest standards of practice and operational efficiency,” he 

said. “All contributions stay local to help our families, friends and co-workers.”  

 For more information on the Live United Network or to join, visit www.tauw.org. 

### 

  

  

http://www.tauw.org/

